36                       SOUTH    LATITUDE
the right key. Everyone roared with laughter and said
they had never heard anything quite so bad in their lives,
which I could well believe. But not the chemist. He
placed himself before me, bowled gravely from the waist
and said, as though I were upon a concert platform, " You
sing very good, I think, yes. Please to accept my con-
gratulations.5' And once, also after a lot of whisky, he
thought it incumbent upon him to escort me round the bay
to the Marine Station. Owing to whisky I stumbled
constantly on the way and, whenever I did so, often sprawl-
ing on my face, he took off his hat and bowed. And when
I picked myself up, again I bowed in my turn. Thus we
made our laborious, though polite, passage round the bay,
pausing every few paces to bow stiffly to each other and
say" Excuse me." There was also the doctor who
had a surgery and hospital opposite the villa. His passion
was music and he would button-hole me to discuss Beethoven
and Brahms when all around the conversation was running
on very different topics, so that we became a little high-brow
island in the midst of a jolly low-brow sea. Occasionally,
once a season, this company in the villa received the addition
of a padre who, during the summer, made the rounds of the
five whaling stations at South Georgia, curing souls. He
came to Grytviken once a year, at Christmas-time, to take
a service in the church. His presence made no difference
whatsoever to the conversation in the villa sitting-room.
He was the athletic, hearty type of padre, but whether he
resembled the English variety of that species or not I never
got to know. As spiritual pastor and master to the whalers
at South Georgia his work must have been as hard as any
man's on the island. Anyhow, he has little to do now, since
three of the five whaling stations at South Georgia have,
alas, closed down.
The men on the whaling station lived in long barracks
in which were cabins with bunks one above the other as in
a ship. They fed in long communal dining-rooms, and